
GOD’S THREEFOLD CORD 
 “Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him.  
And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.” (Ecclesiastes 4:12 NKJV) 

_______________ 
 When men and nations lose the capacity of self-government under God and lose 
the moral fortitude to correctly handle freedom, the civil government will put down 
moral anarchy by establishing a tyranny.   This is a reflection of a famous quote by 1

William Penn who said, “Men must be governed by God or they will be ruled by 
tyrants.” — William Penn (1644-1718), founder of the province of Pennsylvania, 
which became the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 While King Solomon in his later years wisely observed in his reflections of past 
failures and isolation from those who lost respect for his rule, his pen turned 
inward to reveal the vanity of his years of selfish endeavors during which his 
power as Israel’s king waned and his kingdom was destined to be divided.  As a 
result, there was a power struggle from within.  Only a strong ally and his God 
could provide a threefold cord.  It is no surprise, then, that his closing remarks 
near the end of his reign shouted, “Remember now your Creator in the days of 
your youth, before the difficult days come, and the years draw near when you say, 
‘I have no pleasure in them’ . . . In the day when the keepers of the house 
tremble, and the strong men bow down.”  2

 Solomon was the most powerful ruler in the richest and most prosperous time 
of Israel’s history.  He was truly an entrepreneur of many gifted projects in 
equestrian pursuits, agriculture, wealth accumulation, partying, being ministered 
to by hired servants—it was hedonism at its height.  He would acknowledge, 
“Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them.  I did not withhold my heart 
from any pleasure.” (Eccles. 2:10).  Everything was easy to come by, and the life 
of a millionaire was at his feet.  Does this sound familiar? 
 The United States of America was blessed by God for its twofold adherence to 
that which the Lord God gave favor and providential grace: (1) An 
acknowledgement of the Bible and its moral precepts as the strength of a nation 
whose God was the Lord; and (2) the favorable treatment of the nation of Israel 
after they had become relocated in the land occupied by Gentiles since Israel’s 
expulsion after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 
 In the years since the assassination of President Kennedy, with the exception of 
the Reagan administration, there has been a decline in the support of national 
Israel.  Antisemitism has intensified throughout Palestine and Israel’s surrounding 
neighbors—Syria, Gaza, Lebanon, Iraq, Iran, and more. And the United States has 
demonstrated more a desire for diplomatic relations with known terrorist 
leadership such as the Palestinian Authority than with the precarious vulnerability 
of the small nation of Israel called Zionists. 
Ecclesiastical Antisemitism 
 However, an even greater menace has arisen within the churches of the U.S. in 
the siding of Protestants including many evangelical denominations against Israel 
and for the Palestinian agenda.   Not only does an antisemitic sentiment pervade 3

the Middle-Eastern geo-political scene, the churches of America are also exhorted 
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The end of Solomon’s years would witness a broken cord when the grip of God was loosened: Eccles. 12:1, 3.2
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to boycott Israeli imported goods, and not to endorse any products produced in 
Israel by that tiny nation.  Public transportation in 
Great Britain has unabashedly shown bias against the 
nation of Israel.  Churches in the U.S., among whom 
are many that believe in a literal interpretation of the 
opening chapters of Genesis have turned their backs 
on Israel and its people.  Many of these religious 
groups have openly rejected the identity of the state of 
Israel in what is known as Palestine.  Their hatred of 
the Jew stems from the Jews historic rejection of Jesus as their Messiah.  Not 
realizing God’s ultimate program for the Hebrew nation as clearly seen in Romans 
9-11 (see 11:11-27), there has come about a dichotomy between God’s sovereign 
inclusion of “wild olive branches” (Gentiles, 11:12) grafted into His Kingdom as 
opposed to God’s grafting them (the Jews) in again (11:23-26). 
 Not all believers have fallen into this deception.  There are groups such as The 
Friends of Israel, Christians United for Israel, The Chosen People, Israel My Glory, 
and many more. 
 It is recognized that most Jews who returned to the Middle East are not 
believers, i.e. those who have acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah and redeemer.  
A large number are, in fact, atheistic.  Homosexual promiscuity is rampant in the 
nation of Israel.  It is to be recalled that the return of the Jews to their homeland 
is initially in unbelief, i.e. the “dry bones” of Ezekiel 37.  And that is the very 
context of God’s intervention among them in Ezekiel 36 in which He “will deliver 
[them] from all [their] uncleannesses” (36:29).  Under an apparent impossible 
scene “Then the nations which are left all around you (Israel) shall know that I, 
the LORD, have rebuilt the ruined places and planted what was desolate.” (36:36). 
The Strange Dissonance Between Origins & Eschatology in Churches 
 These historic events and the prophetic setting are parallel to some of the acts 
of a play in which there are many subplots.  Act 1 opens with the rise of the 
modern Creation movement seen in the coming into existence of the Creation 
Research Society (CRS), the Institute for Creation Research (ICR), Answers In 
Genesis (AIG), and several more young earth creation exponents in Pennsylvania, 
Great Britain and Australia, etc. 
 Notable pastors such as the late D. James Kennedy, R.C. Sproul and others 
have rightly defended a young earth creation in the interpretation of Genesis 1.  It 
has laid the foundation for all the rest of Scripture teaching including that of the 
Lord Jesus Himself in the Gospels. 
Cosmology and Soteriology in Evangelicalism 
 These same groups have been also known for their strong emphasis on the 
total sufficiency of Christ’s redemption purchased for us on Calvary’s Cross almost 
2,000 years ago in a once-for-all offering of Himself for our complete forgiveness 
and acceptance into His Kingdom when we trust in His finished work (cf. Hebrews 
9:12, 24-28; 10:10, 14).  What could be more fitting than to have such unity 
among the saints in Act 1 of God’s program? 
 However, a strange disconnect has occurred in many of these assemblies when 
we begin Act 2.  The teaching of “Preterism” in a Reformed theological base still 
exists in many of these otherwise fine gatherings of the saints.  Many of them 
have retained reverence for true worship in their music and preaching, honoring 
the Lord Jesus as our Creator of all things and Redeemer from sin.  But the 
moment the subject of the future of Israel, the interpretation of the book of the 
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Revelation, the return of Christ to Rapture the church, and His return to earth to 
finally establish His Kingdom reign in Israel as outlined extensively in the Old 
Testament is raised, there is a sudden curtain drop in the action! 
What is Preterism? 
 Most of the Reformed churches in America initially came from pastoral 
influences from the teachings of Princeton Seminary and other mainline 
denominational schools that reflected a Calvinistic view of biblical interpretation 
which, when applied to future things became known as advocates of Replacement 
Theology, i.e. that the Church permanently replaced Israel in God’s plan, and that 
the Jew as a people had no future in God’s covenant promises.  Their disobedience 
had negated God’s original unconditional covenant with them, and passed His 
blessings on to the Church composed of both Gentiles and a remnant of Jews. 
 This view led to a re-evaluating of the events of the book of Revelation as being 
fulfilled by 70 A.D. with the destruction of Jerusalem.  Therefore, any tradition that 
held to a late 95 A.D. writing of this final book of God’s Word was re-positioned to 
have occurred before 70 A.D. which is strongly opposed by both tradition and the 
contents of the book itself.   Hence the word Preterism meaning “past”.  A Preterist 4

then is “a person who maintains that the prophecies in the Apocalypse have 
already been fulfilled.”   
 Those holding to a Preterist view of the interpretation of the Bible include the 
Reformed Churches, most Presbyterian churches (e.g. Coral Ridge Presbyterian 

Church, Orlando, Florida), and other mainline denominations that believe there is 
no future for Israel in God’s economy.  As seen in Figure 1, one of the “cords” of 
our Lord’s revelation of Himself and His plan for this earth is either ignored or 
reinterpreted resulting in a creation that has no ultimate resolution in time from 
the time of the fall of man on encompassing the full extent of the Abrahamic 
Covenant in Genesis 12:1-3.  In order to fully grasp the importance of the third 
segment of God’s plan for planet earth, one must be familiar with God’s Covenants 
unfolded progressively in Scripture.  These include the foundational Abrahamic 

Refer to my Keynote animation of the book of Revelation wherein the outline, mention of days, months, and  4
  parallels to O.T. passages place this book in a prophetic context outside 70 A.D.
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Covenant, the Noahic Covenant, the Palestinian Covenant, the Mosaic Covenant, 
the Davidic Covenant and the New Covenant (Figure 2). 

Figure 2  

The Covenants of God and Their Impact on Biblical Understanding 
 In a course on Covenants and Dispensations at seminary, Dr. Dwight Pentecost 
asked this question: What do believe is the most significant event in Scripture?  
While several answers were forthcoming, a delimiting factor was added: What 
event in Scripture can be found which limited and determined every one of God’s 
unfolding plans for fallen humanity as both dependent upon and outcomes of this 
one event? 
 The answer was the event of Genesis 12:1-3 in God’s unconditional promise of 
God to the patriarch Abram (“exalted father”) subsequently renamed Abraham, 
i.e. “father of a multitude”.  Therefore, the very nature of interpretation would be 
foundationally dependent upon a historical understanding of Genesis 1-11 (a literal 
young earth history of creation, the fall of man, and the universal judgment on a 
world population of rampant violence and evil imaginations).   
 Because of the inseparable ties between the 
creation, the fall and universal judgment on man 
and God’s created universe  there can be only 5

one valid and rational interpretation of the 
Genesis account of creation.  A literal view recent 
creation is one necessary strand in God’s 
unbreakable cord (Figure 3). 
 “It is apparent that the most straightforward 
understanding of Genesis, without regard to 
the hermeneutical considerations suggested 
by science, is that God created the heavens and 
the earth in six solar days, that man was created 
on the sixth day, and that death and chaos entered the world after the fall of 
Adam and Eve, and that all fossils [sic — creationists would say ‘most’] were the 
result of the catastrophic deluge that spared only Noah’s family and the animals 
therewith.”   Dr. Pun’s reference to “science” is more a philosophical ideology than 6

that of operational or origin science studies negating change in hermeneutics.  

Romans 8:20-22 assumes the historical and literal setting of creation days of Genesis 1 and the genealogical 5
  record of the history of mankind in Genesis 4-5 with its years of births and deaths.

Pun, P.P.T., Journal of the American Scientific Affiliation 39:14, 1987; emphasis added is evolutionism, not science.6
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The Difference Between a Covenant and a Promise 
 God’s “promises” are always reliable and certain with a hearty “yea” and 
“amen!”  His promises to Abram were repeated more than once (cf. Gen. 12:1-3 
with 13:14-17; 15:1-21; 17:5-16; 22:17-18: 26:3-4; 28:4, 13-15).  God affirmed 
to Abram that He was Abram’s “shield and exceedingly great reward” (15:1).  “He 
believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness”  (15:5; 
repeated in Romans 4:17-22).  What, then, is the circumstance in which the LORD 
God cut a covenant with Abram?  It was in answer to the inquiry of Abram when 
he asked, “Lord God, how shall I know that I will inherit it?” (15:8).  The answer 
came with these words to him, “Know certainly. . .On that same day the LORD made 
a covenant with Abram. . .” (15:13, 18). 
The Abrahamic Covenant 
 What is the significance of this covenant promise to this lowly chosen man of 
Ur.?  This covenant is unconditional and guaranteed to Abram and his descendants 
forever (Gen. 13:15; 17:7).  There is a sidebar to this promise—the children of 
Abraham, who will be numberless as the sands of the sea (22:17), the stars of 
heaven (15:5; 26:4), and the dust of the earth (13:16) will never be permanently 
cast aside, for God’s reputation hangs in the balance.  The Apostle Paul anticipated 
a possible “replacement theology” on the part of the Gentile world who would 
come into spiritual blessing when he warned: 

 “You will say then, “Branches were broken off that I might be 
grafted in.”  Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and 
you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear.  For if God did not 
spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either.  Therefore 
consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, 
severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. 
Otherwise you also will be cut off.  And they also, if they do not 
continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them 
in again.” (Romans 11:19-23)       

The Palestinian Covenant 
 Because of the unconditional nature (22:16) of His original covenant, Israel 
must be regathered into their land and be given a new heart and life.  Their 
geographical location would ultimately be in the land (i.e. what is now Palestine as 
is promised in the “Palestinian Covenant”)  7

 While a multitude of offspring from Abraham would inherit the land, the 
question remains: How is it possible for a disobedient people to obey the God of 
their fathers?   
The New Covenant 
 It is important to grasp the One performing the number of covenants with a 
people formerly so obscure as to be unknown until the One true and only God 
entered into the affairs of men when He said, 

 For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy 
God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all 
people that are upon the face of the earth.  The Lord did not set his 
love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number 
than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: but because 
the Lord loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he 

See Figure 2 and Deuteronomy 28-30.7
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had sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a 
mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from 

the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. (Deuteronomy 7:6-8, KJV) 
 Is this just one among many gods throughout the history of 
mankind?  Let it be known that Isaiah the prophet gave the 
final answer to this question: 
 I am the Lord, and there is none else, there is no God 
beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known 
me: That they may know from the rising of the sun, 
and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am 
the Lord, and there is none else.  I form the light, and 
create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the 
Lord do all these things. 
 Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take 
counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient 
time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the 
Lord? and there is no God else beside me; a just God 

and a Saviour; there is none beside me. 
 Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I 
am God, and there is none else. 
 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is 
none else; I am God, and there is none like me.  8

 This same eternal personage who called Abraham out of Ur to be the 
progenitor of a people for His name is the same One who also provided the 
means by which a disobedient people would experience a new beginning with a 
heart of flesh instead of a heart of stone. 

 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: not 
according to the covenant  that I made with their fathers in the day 9

that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; 
which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto 
them, saith the Lord: but this shall be the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 
 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every 
man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.  10

 It is important to observe the ultimate universal application of the only 
provision sufficient to bring universal blessing on the whole world population.  
Whether it is the combination of Jews and Gentiles in the interlude between 
Israel’s final blessing and the initial expulsion and discipline from the land, or 
the worldwide blessing still to come when all on earth will know the God of 
peace, the New Covenant is the guarantee of acceptance by the God who gave 

Isaiah 45:5-8, 20-22; 46:9 - Not Allah, nor Buddha, nor any Hindu god; all are discounted by this O.T. prophet.8

The Mosaic Covenant while Israel was in the wilderness prior to entrance into their land of promise.9

Jeremiah 31:31-34; see also Ezekiel 36:24-3610
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it to Israel and all mankind.  Thus, the New Covenant is the means by which 
God can be faithful to His original covenant to Abraham with a redemption that 
only He could provide and change the heart of man. 
 The second strand of God’s threefold cord is now seen as the means by 
which a seeming perfect creation, having fallen into a curse through sin and 
rebellion by both angels and humankind, can be restored.  A redeemed people, 
both Jews and Gentiles purchased by the substitution of God’s own Son, will 
judge angels and reign with Him on a redeemed (restored) earth no longer 
characterized and cursed, but like that which God the Son created in Genesis 
One (remember Isaiah 45:8?  cf. Colossians 1:16). 
 “Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, 
till the seed should come to whom the promise was made. . .” (Galatians 3:19)  
Thus, the Mosaic Law was both temporary and conditional (see Figure 2).   
The Davidic Covenant 
 One final strand is necessary to complete the final resolution in time in the 
restoration of all things anticipated by Peter when he affirmed: 

 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord. 
 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto 
you, Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of 
all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began.  11

The Dilution of the Gospel in the Application of the New Covenant 
The Emergent Movement and the Death of Christ 
 Tony Jones, a graduate of both Fuller and Princeton Theological Seminaries, and 
an adjunct professor at Fuller said, “Some people today may find it compelling that 
some Great Cosmic Transaction took place on that day 1,980 years ago, that God’s 
wrath burned against his son instead of me. I find that version of atonement 
theory neither intellectually compelling, spiritually compelling, nor in keeping with 
the biblical narrative.”  12

 Brian McLaren, another leader in the Emergent Church Movement 
acknowledged, in his book A Generous Orthodoxy: First, his view of Scripture 
“. . .is never sola--never the only factor.  Rather Scripture is always in dialogue 
with tradition, reason, and experience.”   Salvation is seen as a process, not an 13

event wherein a believer has passed from death to life with a certainty of heaven.  
He rejects a hell-oriented gospel, and mocks expectations of a literal second 
coming of Christ (see pp. 229, 120, 305), calling it “pop-Evangelical eschatology 
(p. 267). (Italics mine)  He adds, “a god who mandates an intentional supernatural 
disaster leading to unparalleled genocide  is hardly worthy of belief, much less 14

worship. How can you ask your children…to honor a deity so uncreative, over 
reactive, and utterly capricious regarding life?” 

Acts 3:19, 21 (NKJV).11

Tony Jones is an author and a leader in the emergent church movement, blogger, and social commentator.12

Brian McLaren, A Generous Orthodoxy,  p. 235.13

In context his comments refer both to the Genesis Flood and to Jesus statements about Hell.14
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 Alan Jones in his book, Reimagining Christianity, calls the doctrine of the Cross 
a vile doctrine.  
 Many otherwise fine and godly pastors have been notable for the endorsing and 
promoting of the books and ideologies of emergent authors.  It is sufficient, 
however, to raise the question as to whether it is either wise or expedient to 
endorse the commentary of many of the authors of the post-modern era such as 
Rob Bell, Brian McLaren, Irwin McManus, Tony Campolo, Tony Jones, Alan Jones, 
C.S. Lewis, Robert Schuller, Richard Foster, and dozens more like these. 
The Charismatic Movement and Applied Christianity (biblical sanctification) 
 Several divergent forks in the road of Christlikeness have become popular in 
the last 40 plus years—the health/wealth gospel, apparitions of Mary, name it/
claim it ideology, denial of the Trinity in the modalism of T.D. Jakes, and an endless 
distraction of false teaching has resulted in a more open acceptance of books such 
as The Shack, and those mentioned above. 
New Age Catholicism’s Inroads into Evangelical Christianity 
 One of the more dangerous dilutions of biblical understanding of redemption 
and the person of Christ has emerged in the films of Roma Downey and Mark 
Burnett. 
 Roma Downey, a devout Roman Catholic, along with her 
husband, were heavily influenced in new age spirituality. 
Downey graduated from the University of Santa Monica, a 
private graduate school founded by New Age spiritual and 
self-help guru John-Roger, and will graduate with a master’s 
degree in spiritual psychology in June [2010]. 
 Roma went even further into her new age Catholic 
spirituality by teaming up with acclaimed psychic John 
Edwards and co-produced a CD for children to be used for 
meditation and enlightenment, while Edwards introduced 
the teachings of contacting the dead (necromancy). In the book, Loyalty to Your 
Soul: The Heart of Spiritual Psychology,  by H. Ronald Hulnick, Ph.D., Mary R. 
Hulnick, Neale Donald Walsch, the New Age Roma Downey provides this glowing 
endorsement (viewable online) near the beginning of the book as follows: 
 “As a USM [University of Santa Monica] graduate, I know firsthand the value I 
received from participating with Ron and Mary in the Master’s degree Program in 
Spiritual Psychology. I am so grateful to have Loyalty to Your Soul to sweetly 
remind me of all I have learned. Let’s just say that I went from playing an angel 
on TV to living more of an angelic life every day. The teachings in this beautiful 
book have sent me on a journey to the very center of my own being where, 
wrapped in the safe wings of Love, I feel as though I have come home.” 
 Even further in regard to Ms. Downey’s position regarding spiritualism and her 
Catholic religion, Roma advocates the eastern mysticism teachings of Eckhart 
Tolle, another spiritual giant in the field of new age teachings, not to mention the 
connections Tolle has with Oprah Winfrey. But it’s fascinating to see such a 
connection that someone has to the world of the occult and then try to present a 
so called gospel message. Yet that’s exactly what Roma Downey and her husband 
are indeed doing, presenting another gospel, another Jesus. 
 Roma has consistently stated in past and current interviews that she is on a 
spiritual journey, not that she’s been “born again,” but that she regularly seeks a 
greater understanding of the world and the universe thru different means, namely 
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spiritualism through higher intellectualism called spiritual psychology, where the 
mind connects to the energies surrounding the individual to gain a higher 
understanding of themselves and the world they live in. This is occultism 101. 
 It’s equally interesting to note that Roma Downey is close friends to Della 
Reese, the famed singer and actress, as well as founder and pastor of the church 
of Universal Foundation for Better Living. A Universal new age church which 
promotes mystic teachings and New Age Spirituality. It is also important to note 
that when one goes to miss Reese‘s church, its tenants has nothing to do with sin, 
for the concept of original sin is not accepted, nor is the concept that man is 
initially a sinner which needs a Savior, for all men are God’s children, even the 
worse individual, so there is no need for repentance. Yet the word disputes this 
notion in Jeremiah 17:9. Yet it was Della Reese who influenced Roma as well as 
Downey’s husband Mark into seeking another gospel yet keeping some 
connections to their Catholic teaching, the combination between another Christ 
found in Catholicism and the addition of New Age spiritualism is a combination that 
seeks to do one thing, produce another gospel entirely. That is the agenda of 
those like Ms. Downey and her husband and the mere fact that Jim Bakker, a 
Pentecostal minister, who began his life preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ, but 
now supports and embraces this new gospel, only cements the belief the apostle 
Paul warned about in many of his letters to the church, that the time will come 
when men, having itching ears, will not endure sound doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:3)  
 This new gospel which is being presented is what we have been warned about 
which was coming long before its arrival, yet many Christians, not understanding 
what is being promoted and taught, mainly due to the lack of genuine teaching in 
most pulpits today in many churches across America, is producing an illiterate 
group of believers who will not know what type of gospel message, or worse, what 
type of Christ is being presented, and what’s worse, it’s not the Jesus of the Bible, 
but another Jesus entirely. 
 The gospel of Roma Downey and her husband Mark Burnett, is another Jesus, 
another gospel and another way, and if one accepts this Jesus, sadly, he will not 
save, nor redeem them, but condemn them for there is no truth in this Christ but 
only death, for his name is antichrist and he is the deceiver. Be warned. 
 The purpose of this more lengthy exposure is the result of the 
endorsement of this dear couple by a well-known evangelical pastor and 
church without any caution or question.   
The Denial of the Reign of Christ on Earth 
The Davidic Covenant 
 One of the most controversial biblical subjects, and one 
most avoided is the prophecy relating to (1) the future of the 
nation Israel and (2) the interpretation of the 1,000 year reign in 
Revelation 20.  In the same vein as was applicable to creation in 
Genesis 1, one can also say, “It is apparent that the most 
straightforward understanding of” Revelation 20:1-7 is that 
Satan will be bound for “a thousand years”, the martyrs who 
did not worship the beast will reign with Christ “a thousand 
years” and at the end of “the thousand years”  Satan is 15

released from confinement in “his prison” to be cast forever in 
the lake of fire “where the beast and false prophet are.” (20:7, 10) 
 To properly grasp the context of these events, one missing Covenan t i s 
yet to be fulfilled.  During the kingly reign of David, the prophet Nathan 

This numeric length of time is mentioned 6X in this chapter (20:2-7)15
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pronounced by inspiration from God these words: “I will set up your seed after 
you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever.” (2 Samuel 7:12-13).  The immediate context relates to the immediate 
descendant of David, namely Solomon since it includes chastening for iniquity 
committed by David’s offspring (7:14ff).  However, our Lord adds this addendum: 
“And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your 
throne shall be established forever.” (7:16). 
 The writer of 1 Chronicles in chapter 17 adds another important point to the 
Covenant given to David: 

“9 Moreover I will appoint a place for My people Israel, and will 
plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own and move 
no more; nor shall the sons of wickedness oppress them anymore, 
as previously, 10 since the time that I commanded judges to be over 
My people Israel. Also I will subdue all your enemies. Furthermore I 
tell you that the Lord will build you a house. 11 And it shall be, when 
your days are fulfilled, when you must go to be with your fathers, 
that I will set up your seed after you, who will be of your sons; and 
I will establish his kingdom. 12 He shall build Me a house, and I will 
establish his throne forever. 13 I will be his Father, and he shall be 
My son; and I will not take My mercy away from him, as I took it 
from him who was before you. 14 And I will establish him in My 
house and in My kingdom forever; and his throne shall be 
established forever.”  

 Several observations will mark the Davidic Covenant as more than a mere past 
event with no future significance.  A list of them will set the stage for what is yet 
to come: 

• Israel as a people will be “planted” in the land given originally by God to 
Abraham; i.e. “that they may dwell in a place of their own and move no 
more.” (1 Chronicles 17:9; cf. with Figure 7). 

• They will be oppressed no more (17:9).  The antisemitism of 
contemporary Middle Eastern events marks this out as yet future. 

• Three important parameters of this Davidic covenant promise must be 
noted: 
1. It involves a “kingdom,” i.e. rule over a people.  This rule will be both 

universal and all-encompassing as many O.T. passages will affirm. 
2. It involves a “house,” i.e. a central place of worship and sacrifice.  

Ezekiel 40-48 outlines details of its construction, sacrifices, and central location. 

3. it also includes a “throne,” i.e. a seat of authority and rule from Jerusalem. 
• God’s promise to David is to be “eternal,” i.e. “forever.”   
• Israel must be regathered from their worldwide dispersion, brought into 

the land promised them, experience the discipline of God and removal of 
all rebels from the nation, and the remainder enter the blessings of the 
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reign of Jesus Christ in Jerusalem.  Herein is a list of extensive divinely 
inspired promises to that effect: 

 From the passages in point “3” some very important emphases preclude any 
possibility of replacement theology—the replacement of Israel with the church as 
God’s permanent design.  It would be a violation of His very certain unconditional 
Covenants with the people He has chosen.  The church is designed as His 
provocation to jealousy (Romans 11:11) which will, in His timing, bring them back 
into a place of blessing by “grafting them in again” (cf. Romans 11:23-26).  Here 
are salient reinforcements of that certainty: 
✅  Prior to the acceptance into God’s Kingdom blessing, He will purge out all      
    rebels (Jewish atheists, agnostics and all unbelievers who fail to recognize 
    Jesus Christ as the Messiah (Ezekiel 20:34-38) 
✅  Jerusalem will be the center of millennial worship and rule (Zech. 12:1-14) 
✅  Both the northern and southern kingdoms of Judah & Israel will be reunited, 
    never to be separated again (Jeremiah 3:18) 
✅  Their scattering was announced and anticipated with the subsequent turning 
    to the Lord “in the latter days” (Deuteronomy 4:27-31; Isaiah 14:1) 
✅  They will be “gathered” a “second time” back into the land in these same 
    latter days (Isaiah 11:11-2; 43:5-7; 54:7-8; Jeremiah 16:15; 30:3; 
    31:8-11; Ezekiel 11:17-20; 38:8, 11; 39:21-22, 27-29; Amos 9:9, 15; 
    Micah 7:19; Zechariah 2:10-13; Romans 11:19-32, vs. 15.  

 With the Covenant promise described as the “New” Covenant (see pgs. 5ff) in 
Jeremiah 31:31-37, it should be noted that the kingdom aspects of this Covenant 
with the people of Israel results in the universal knowledge of God from the least 
of them to the greatest (vs. 34), so much so that only if the “heavens can be 
measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath” He would then 
“cast off all the seed of Israel” (vs. 37).  The thrust of this declaration is the total 
impossibility of Israel being cast off and forgotten by the God Who called them 
into existence in the first place.  Someone has said, “Preterists must have come up 
with measurements.”  It is as though the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 
Joseph had anticipated our modern Replacement Theology, and had Paul in 
Romans 9-11 go to great lengths to warn against taking such a stand against the 
Hebrew nation.   
How the Davidic Covenant Completes Earth’s Restoration 
 In order to see how the future reign of Christ on earth is necessary, and 
completes the puzzle of human failure and corruption on this planet, our Lord’s 
instruction is given to His disciples in Matthew 6:9-13 & Luke 11:2-4:  

“Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors. 
And do not lead us into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one. 
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen	“


 The immediate context is to prepare believers who will be left on earth as His 
representatives in a world that will be still filled with violence and self-interests.  
On the other hand, God’s will has only partially been seen done on earth as it is 
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[done] in heaven.  There is, indeed, need for daily bread, forgiveness, and 
temptation from the world, the flesh, and the Devil requiring His power to be 
delivered from the evil one. 

  
 The heart cries out, “Lord, Thy will be done on earth.  How long will man be 
allowed to follow the tricks and traps of Satanic methods especially so prevalent in 
our day?  To merely usher in a new earth and heavens without reconciling in time 
God’s ultimate answer to the fall of man and its effect on creation would be a 
failure of immense proportions on two fronts: (1) the old earth and a creation that 
was cursed because of sin would have never seen sufficient resolution of the 
conflict, albeit on the personal level a limited exception.  (2) All the Covenant 
promises of God would come into question for they are all in this earth’s time slot.  
Note the many references to days, months and years in God’s prophetic scheme. 
 The key to understanding the total picture of prophecy, it is of extreme 
importance to see how the book of Revelation (See Figure 8) is a fitting bookend to 
the first book of the Bible.   
 The seed of David, Jesus Christ, has had all judgment committed to Himself by 
God the Father (cf. John 5:21-23).  The Apostle Paul declares: 

 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 
For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the 
revealing of the sons of God.  For the creation was subjected to 
futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 
because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage 
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  For we 
know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs 
together until now.  Not only that, but we also who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. For 
we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for 
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why does one still hope for what he sees?  But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. 

 Notice the several eager anticipations the believer looks for in a future change 
in the present earthly condition—shall be revealed; earnest expectation; eagerly 
waits; will be delivered; the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs; 
first fruits; groan within ourselves eagerly waiting; eagerly wait.  These are not 
only anticipations of heavenly bliss, but cataclysmic changes looked for by Peter in 
Acts 3:19-21.  One must not forget that these same disciples asked the question 
in Acts 1:6, “Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, 
“Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
 The Lord did NOT rebuke them for misunderstanding the prophetic picture.  He 
merely corrected their time scale when He said, “And He said to them, “It is not 
for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own 
authority.” (Acts 1:7).  How do we know that this was the case?  The Acts 3 
passage did not change their understanding of the fact of Jesus return to reign; it 
actually anticipated it! 
 In summary, the Covenant divulged to David will come to pass in God’s timing 
(Acts 1:7), in God’s ultimate judgment through His Son (the Book of Revelation), 
and involving the return of the Hebrew people to the land (Chart of Figure 7), the 
establishment of worship in a millennial temple (Ezekiel 40-48), with selected 
sacrifices as an evidence of obedience to the King of Kings (not as a temporary sin 
covering), that will reveal under ideal perfect environmental conditions called the 
“times of refreshing” in Acts 3, and without any interference from God’s arch-
enemy who will be confined for this 1,000 year period (Revelation 20:2). 
The Relationship of Dispensational Truth to the Total Biblical Picture 
 That branch of theological study called Dispensationalism has often been 
criticized by Preterists who also reject Pre-millennialism, a future for Israel, and a 
falsely labelled “carnal” kingdom on earth.  On the other hand, a “dispensation” is 
not so complex as it appears at first sight.  By definition a dispensation is 
described as: “a general state or ordering of things; specifically :  a system of 
revealed commands and promises regulating human affairs.”  16

 God’s Word is, indeed, largely comprised of 
“a system of revealed commands and 
promises regulating human affairs.”  In the 
Old Testament there were commands as to 
how to deal with capital offenses under the 
Noahic Covenant.  Therein is the origin of 
capital punishment (Gen. 9:6), the promise to 
never judge the earth again with a cataclysmic 
universal deluge (9:8-17, the word “covenant” 
with a sign of the rainbow, occurs 7X in these 
verses), and the first permission to consume 
flesh for food (9:3).  The Noahic Covenant 
therefore is pre-Mosaic system of Human 
Government, including a revealing of God’s 
dealing with man’s need for food; criminal 
action and its penalties; the fear of the animal 
kingdom of man to preserve man from harm 
(9:2); and most of all a promise never again 
to judge the earth with a flood (see its tie in to 

A Merriam-Webster definition at: www.merriam-webster.com.16
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our Lord’s works of creation, the cross and His crowning (Figure 9). 
 Before the one time universal deluge (cf. 2 Pet. 3:5-7), there was no written 
legal system.  Man was then left to his conscience provided in his being in the 
image of God from creation in determining right from wrong.  The Noahic 
Covenant added the penalty for capital crimes probably in light of the extreme 
violence that became prevalent just prior to the water cataclysm evident around 
the world today (cf. Genesis 6:11-13). 
 God’s sign of the Noahic Covenant was the rainbow.  As the sacred song goes: 
“When there’s a rainbow in the sky, the clouds that frown go smiling by; ’tis a 
promise written there of our Father’s love and care, for there’s a rainbow in the sky.” 
 The Mosaic Law given at Mt. Sinai became the most extensive “system of 
revealed commands and promises” covering every aspect of life from foods and 
their preparation, to work, to worship, to one’s walk with God, morals, a sacrificial 
system, and more.  This became known as the “dispensation” of Law. 
 After Christ’s death on the cross, His resurrection and ascension, the New 
Testament epistles revealed once and for all that the very Law which condemned 
us was done away because of the heart being so changed by the free gift of 
salvation through the offering of our Lord’s sacrifice of Himself for us, no longer 
was the weakness of the Law our master.  This has been referred to as the 
“dispensation” of grace.   
 As can be plainly seen even those who are preterists are dispensational in at 
least 3 or 4 economies (another word for dispensation) of God’s dealing with 
mankind—Conscience, the Noahic economy dealing with capital crimes, foods, fear 
on the animal kingdom, etc., the Law and Grace.  As can be seen, being a 
“Dispensationalist” is not extra-biblical, but intrinsically part of biblical revelation. 
 The one remaining so-called Dispensation is the delineation of God’s final act of 
Christ’s return, His millennial reign, and Israel's blessing (Remember?  It is 
everlasting, eternal of a people to be planted in the land with their eternal 
inheritance through Abraham as reenforced by the Scriptures in Figure 7). 
The Purpose of God’s Varied Promises Regulating Human Affairs 
 Our Lord is not capricious, but highly compassionate.  He has given His special 
creation every opportunity for them to demonstrate their ability to live an 
honorable and holy lifestyle in a unique period of time of innocence.  Even with a 
perfect will, a pure heart and a very gifted mind, there was no guarantee of 
perpetual righteousness in a perfect environment.  The original “shining one,” 
namely Lucifer, successfully placed doubt in the mind of Eve, and disobedience in 
the will of Adam.  A mind capable of a vast storehouse of creative genius did not 
guarantee a lack of susceptibility to choosing to doubt God’s goodness, and to 
negatively respond to the age old question, “Yea, hath God said?”  The original 
couple were expelled from the garden of Eden.   
 Adam and his family were left with only their conscience to conform to God’s 
standards of right and wrong.  When calling on the Lord, they would be given the 
help they needed as evidenced in His provision of a covering for their nakedness 
after their innocence had been forfeited.  When left to his conscience, the 
Scripture reveals it is often “seared” (1 Timothy 4:2).  As with a singed digit of the 
human body, the conscience became hardened, insensitive and impervious to the 
danger of indulging in an evil lifestyle.  A revealing reason is the deliberate 
rejection of God’s truth so that hypocritically the guilty party will end up speaking 
lies to cover his/her insensitivity to what they know to be a violation of their 
conscience. 
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 With the failure of the human conscience to inhibit, preclude or prevent the 
human will from choosing sinful practices leading to violence and death, our Lord 
introduced the death penalty for capital crimes in the Noahic Covenant in which 
the predominant regulation was human government, ultimately codifying it in 
the Mosaic Law which was “added because of transgressions, till the seed should 
come to whom the promise was made. . .” (Galatians 3:19). 
 In the wisdom of the God of Creation, having allowed His perfect creation to 
make a choice in the garden of Eden, and knowing what Adam would do in spite of 
His loving provisions in the remaining fruitful trees of the garden, began a brand 
new Covenant relationship with one chosen to be the “father of a multitude” whose 
progeny was to be blessed with Jehovah God’s favor through a manifold promise 
confirmed in an unconditional covenant one-way agreement to bring a nation and 
people from every language and tribe into eternal favor with Himself (see p. 5 in 
the description of the Abrahamic and Palestinian Covenants). 
 In review, His promise to Abraham and his descendants would determine all of 
our Lord’s restorative plans from this point on with a threefold guarantee based 
solely on His faithfulness: (1) Personal blessings to Abraham and his descendants; 
(2) land given them to possess forever; and (3) spiritual blessings to all the 
nations of the earth through the seed (singular) promised to issue from this Old 
Testament patriarch.    
 Even the addition of legal accountability revealed to Israel, Abraham’s seed 
(plural) did not make his progeny righteous; it only revealed their unrighteous 
deeds for what they were, and condemned them.   The administration of the Law 17

had, and still has, its purpose in exposing sin and condemning the sinner.  18

However, “what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did 
by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He 
condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit.” (Romans 8:3-4).  Before coming to realize Christ as the seed of Abraham 
as the answer to man’s need for righteousness, Paul the Apostle believed as a 
Pharisee of the Pharisees, his keeping of the Law would bring him into favor with 
God.  But his testimony in Romans 7 reveals the eventual futility of his efforts. 
 Thus far, those who lived under the Law of Moses suffered the same failure to 
honor God, obey His standards for holiness, and experience the blessings of 
acceptance with Him except for their temporary covering through the sacrifices 
required by that same Law.  At this juncture the reader might be perceiving a 
common thread—God is allowing and providing for those originally created in His 
image to demonstrate their submission to Him and His standards of righteousness.  
In each case there is a failure of that “economy” to bring the fall of mankind back 
to perfected righteousness. 
 Israel’s sordid history came to a halt in the 1st century after refusing to accept 
and acknowledge their promised Messiah,  His birth of the seed of Abraham Who 
gave His life for them on a Roman cross.  A plethora of Old Testament prophecies 
with great detail fully revealed (1) the place of His birth in Bethlehem; (2) the 
timing of His arrival in the book of Daniel; (3) His ministry of healing and giving 

All of Romans 7 presents the Law as holy, but only able to “kill” (condemn) those who violate it in anticipation of 17
  the declaration of Romans 8:3. 

I Timothy 1:8-10, “But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; knowing this, that the law is not 18
  made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and 
  profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,  For whoremongers, for them that 
  defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if   there be any other thing 
  that is contrary to sound doctrine;
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sight to the blind; (4) the method of His death for them and the resurrection to 
follow; and (5) His exaltation to the throne of God in Heaven.   The Lord God 19

drove them from their land, and dispersed them into and among the nations of the 
world. 
 A mystery is unfolded at this crossroad of history.  What is the reason for the 
physical descendants of Abraham to be expelled from their land?  Is it final and 
irrevocable?  What transpires in the interim?  Why this intercalation, and when 
would it come to an end?  Did God’s plan unfolded in Genesis 12 fail? 
 This leads us to yet another of our Lord’s revealing of what is presently called 
The Age of Grace or The Calling Out of Jew & Gentile into One Body.  This is 
where a rift between Gentile believers has produced both a renewed anti-semitic 
hatred of the Jews, especially in light of their becoming a regathered entity post-
world war II in the land of Palestine, and a nation officially formed and recognized 
in 1948 based on the Balfore Declaration. 
 First, it is to be recognized the “calling out” of Gentiles and Jews into one body 
articulated by the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 2.  As was stated before, this was a 
temporary intercalation designed to bring discipline and judgment on the 
rebellious people of Israel, to make them jealous of God’s favor toward the 
Gentiles, and to remind them that He could and would “graft them in again.”  
 Second, this is leading up to the only conclusion that can be arrived at from the 
perspective of all Scripture that the final and triumphant “dispensation” of our 
Lord’s rule will be a universal rule with a rod of iron over a global submission of all 
remaining survivors of the Tribulation Period from the central city of Jerusalem 
with a millennial temple predicted by Ezekiel in which sacrifices will be offered, not 
for the forgiveness of sin, but as an act of compliance with God’s perfect 
righteousness and rooting out of any non-conformity during His thousand year 
reign.  This has been referred to as the Kingdom Age. 
 It will become evident that every regulatory administration of God’s holy and 
perfect righteousness throughout the present earth, and prior to the new heavens 
and new earth (Isaiah 65:17; 66:22; 2 Peter 3:13; and Revelation 21:1) has been 
God’s way of pointing out what was neglected and ignored from Creation until 
now.  The heart of each and all of humankind must be dependent on Him 100% of 
its existence.  Since the fall of man, a redeemed heart is the only condition for 
abiding in His presence forever.   
 The Kingdom age will be the age of perfection.  The curse on creation will be 
removed; lifespans of those still with their unglorified bodies, but redeemed before 
and during the thousand year reign of Christ, will be lengthened wherein one who 
reaches the century mark will appear as a youth.  But, until the eternal state with 
the arrival of a new heavens and earth, those who enter into the millennial reign 
of the Savior from the Tribulation Period (but not martyred), and those born during 
these thousand years will still have their sin natures as part of their struggle with 
the downward pull of that nature. 
 What advancement will there be, therefore, over the previous 6,000 years or 
so?  It is the removal of all effects of a cursed and unperfected environment—
climate extremes, vegetation and all the pressures of air and ground conditions 
that have been the source of plagues, disease and pollution.  Political corruption, 
terroristic acts of misguided fanatics, youth without direction, media following the 
Pied Piper of misinformation and propaganda, and a headlong plunging into sexual 
perversions, abortion killing of infants, and euthanasia just to name a few has 

Refer to Appendices.  Not one other personage in history ever could have fulfilled this.  Israel should have been 19
  aware of this in lieu of the time factor, the details of the events predicted, and the impossibility of another.
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revealed the truth of 2 Timothy 3:1 as pointing to our generation as the one our 
Lord and the Apostle Paul may have had in mind.  All of this will end with the 
return of the King of kings.  Psalm 2 will come to fruition.  Even the animal 
kingdom will be changed from being hostile.  Wouldn’t it be a wonder to have 
living things that were formerly fearful of human presence no longer afraid; to 
have a bird land on your hand, and not be instinctively fearful of being a prey? 
The Death March of Saints and Sinners in the Last Days 
 The importance of the third cord of God’s blueprint for planet earth becomes all 
the more impacting in light of the anti-semitic atmosphere anticipated in Psalm 83 
and Jeremiah 49:34-39.   Never since Israel becoming a recognized state in 1948 20

has there been so overwhelming hatred for this tiny nation.  Organizations and 
terrorist groups such as Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad, ISIS, The Brotherhood, and 
many more been so bent on forcing Israel into the sea.  Without the divine 
intervention of Yahweh the LORD there is little hope for change.  Foreign policy is 
now on a parallel course (not collision) toward a one-world global agenda.  It is 
now ripe for all the events of Daniel 9:24, 27 to transpire before our very eyes. 

 The Tribulation Period “is characterized by wrath (Zeph. 1:15, 18), judgment 
(Rev. 14:7), indignation (Isa. 26:20-21), trial (Rev. 3:10), trouble (Jer. 30:7), 
destruction (Joel 1:15), darkness (Amos 5:18), desolation (Dan. 9:27), 
overturning (Isa. 24:1-4), and punishment (Isa. 24:20-21).”   21

 It is important to define and distinguish the terms “tribulation” and “the great 
tribulation”.  The Tribulation is a future time period when the Lord will accomplish 
at least two aspects of His plan: 1) He will complete His discipline of the nation 
Israel (Daniel 9:24), and 2) He will judge the unbelieving, godless inhabitants of 
the earth (Revelation 6 - 18). The length of the Tribulation is seven years. This is 
determined by an understanding of the seventy weeks of Daniel (Daniel 9:24-27; 
also see the article on the Tribulation). The Great Tribulation is the last half of the 
Tribulation period, three and one-half years in length. It is distinguished from the 
Tribulation period because the Beast, or Antichrist, will be revealed, and the wrath 
of God will greatly intensify during this time. Thus, it is important at this point to 
emphasize that the Tribulation and the Great Tribulation are not synonymous 
terms. Within eschatology (the study of future things), the Tribulation refers to the 
full seven-year period while the “Great Tribulation” refers to the second half of the 
Tribulation. 
 It is Christ Himself who used the phrase "Great Tribulation" with reference to 
the last half of the Tribulation. In Matthew 24:21, Jesus says, "For then there 
will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of 

Note its application to “the latter days” in verse 39.20

The Doctrine of the Tribulation in Relation to the Rapture by Ron Rhodes.21
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the world until now, nor ever shall." In this verse Jesus is referring to the 
event of Matthew 24:15, which describes the revealing of the abomination of 
desolation, the man also known as the Antichrist. Also, Jesus in Matthew 24:29-30 
states, “Immediately after the tribulation of those days . . . the Son of Man will 
appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory." In 
this passage, Jesus defines the Great Tribulation (v.21) as beginning with the 
revealing of the abomination of desolation (v.15) and ending with Christ's second 
coming (v.30). 
 Other passages that refer to the Great Tribulation are Daniel 12:1b, which says, 
"And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there 
was a nation until that time." It seems that Jesus was quoting this verse when 
He spoke the words recorded in Matthew 24:21. Also referring to the Great 
Tribulation is Jeremiah 30:7, "Alas! for that day is great, There is none like it; And 
it is the time of Jacob’s distress, But he will be saved from it." The phrase “Jacob’s 
distress” refers to the nation of Israel, which will experience persecution and 
natural disasters such as have never before been seen. 
 Considering the information Christ gave us in Matthew 24:15-30, it is easy to 
conclude that the beginning of the Great Tribulation has much to do with the 
abomination of desolation, an action of the Antichrist. In Daniel 9:26-27, we find 
that this man will make a "covenant" (a peace pact) with the world for seven years 
(one “week”; again, see the article on the Tribulation). Halfway through the seven-
year period—"in the middle of the week"—we are told this man will break the 
covenant he made, stopping sacrifice and grain offering, which specifically refers 
to his actions in the rebuilt temple of the future. Revelation 13:1-10 gives even 
more detail concerning the Beast's actions, and just as important, it also verifies 
the length of time he will be in power. Revelation 13:5 says he will be in power for 
42 months, which is three and one-half years, the length of the Great Tribulation. 
 Revelation offers us the most information about the Great Tribulation. From 
Revelation 13 when the Beast is revealed until Christ returns in Revelation 19, we 
are given a picture of God's wrath on the earth because of unbelief and rebellion 
(Revelation 16-18). It is also a picture of how God disciplines and at the same 
time protects His people Israel (Revelation 14:1-5) until He keeps His promise to 
Israel by establishing an earthly kingdom (Revelation 20:4-6).  22

 The largest bloodbath in history will characterize the final rebellion outlined in 
Psalm 2; Revelation 14:20.  Two opposing (but not equal) forces result in bitter 
hatred and dominance by the antichrist resulting in the martyrdom of thousands, if 
not millions, of God’s blood-bought ones in this time period.  As a result, the Day 
of the Lord (when God directly intervenes to put down all opposition, and judges 
all earth dwellers  who have rejected Him and rebelled in deference to antichrist’s 23

mark placed upon them (cf. Luke 21:34-36 with Revelation 3:10). 
 Satan will have his final campaign (Revelation 12:7-12) of carnage and 
destruction (Is it any wonder why God exposes his adversary for what he is as “the 
great dragon. . .that old serpent. . .the Devil. . .and Satan” [Revelation 12:9])?  He 
who “deceives the whole world” will know “he has [but] a short time” (12:11).  He is 
about to cease being the “god of this world system” and will attempt, to his final 
demise, to prevent the God the Son from supplanting him, however in futility. 

Read more: http://www.gotquestions.org/Great-Tribulation.html#ixzz3dvFJFGhO.  (Bold print mine.)22

The phrase “those who dwell on the earth” is not referring to the geography of these individuals, for even saints 23
   would be included.  The Greek concept of “dwell” is οἰκουμένης (Rev 3:10 BYZ).  The issue is that of those 
   who “make their home” on the earth—that’s all they live for and desire.  God is not part of their life’s pursuits.
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 His focus will be on the destruction of a regathered Israel.  Now we know the 
source of the global antisemitic sentiment that has arisen in this generation.  But 
their preservation is provided by their God in which “the woman (a synonym for a 
redeemed people of Israel; cf. Matthew 24:15-21 in which the “great tribulation” 
places the flight of these Jews in this future conflagration) was given two wings of 
a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is 
nourished for a time and times and half a time (3-½ years) from the presence of 
the serpent.” (Revelation 12:14).  Satan is well aware of Israel’s future and the 
“dragon was enraged with the woman. . .” (12:17). 
The Deliverance of Millennial Saints 
 Even though many will be slain during this tumultuous period, 144,000 Jewish 
evangelists will be preserved (cf. Revelation 7:4-8 with 14:1, 3: they are still 
unharmed and sealed for their ministry), and the remnant of Israelites protected 

in the wilderness (Petra?). 
 Matthew enigmatically states in what is known as the 
Olivet Discourse that “he who endures to the end shall be 
saved”. (Matt. 24:13).  Erroneous views out of context 
have clouded the intent of this passage of Scripture.  In 
light of what has been discussed, it is clear that those in 
view in this section are those Messianic Jews who will 
need to flee their homes in the land to the south to “the 
wilderness to her place” (Rev. 12:14). 
 Why should they flee when so many other Tribulation 
saints are slain (Rev. 7:13-14)?  The answer now 
becomes clear if and only if one anticipates the need for a 
population of living saints who are still in their 
unredeemed bodies at the beginning of the reign of Christ 
on earth.  In addition, these will comprise that initial 
population who will giving birth to more children during 
next thousand years. 
 Only those who are redeemed will be alive to enter the 
kingdom age on earth.   However, the children of those 24

so redeemed will need to be born from above as well (John 3:3, 7; cf. Ezekiel 
36:24-38; Jeremiah 31:31-34).  Many will not do so (Rev. 20:7-9) and will surround 
the “camp of the saints and the beloved city (Jerusalem).”  The only way the sacrifices 
of Ezekiel 45:15, 17, 20 which are “to make atonement” are to be understood is not 
as a “memorial” as many sincere and godly commentators have believed, but a 
covering for discipline for not yielding to and obeying the Lord Jesus and the 
standards of righteousness during which time “righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other” (Psalm 85:10).  Their physical survival depends on it! 
 The Rebellious will be restrained, but will still desire one who might rally them to 
overcome the sovereign reign of our blessed King of kings (Psalm 2:1-3).  There will, 
indeed, be such a personage as Satan who is released from his 1,000 year 
imprisonment (Rev. 20:2, 7-10) who will be the catalyst for the one remaining 
attempt to unsuccessfully overthrow God the Son in His righteous rule from “the 
beloved city” at one time known for its being the center of three religions—Islam, 
Judaism and Christianity.  However, the results will be futile (Psalm 2:4-6) and 
disastrous (Revelation 20:10) resulting not only in the devil’s full and final casting in 
the lake of fire, but the accounting and judgment of those who followed him in the 
open opposition to our Lord Jesus (Revelation 20:11-15).  Then it will become plain 

”Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the 24
kingdom of God. . .Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God.” (John 3:3, 5, NKJV)
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that only the New Heavens and New Earth will produce everlasting righteousness free 
of all rebellion and sin in all forms.  The culmination of God’s total blueprint which 
began in Genesis, is stated in the last book He inspired through “holy men of 
God. . .as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (1 Peter 1:21).  He declares, “And he 
said to me, “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at 
hand.  He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; 
he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.”  
The grand finale will be fixed in that state into which those who have been redeemed, 
will retain that state for all eternity.  But those who were judged and confined, as our 
Lord predicted, will be tragically confined in their state of lostness forever.  How very 
needful it is that all men everywhere repent while there is time.  There will be no 
regrets and all eternal joy with Him forever! 
 

https://search.yahoo.com/search/?p=New+heavens+and+new+earth
+pics&ei=UTF-8&fr=spigot-chr-ffmac&type=453483&ilc=12 

�20



Appendix A 
Click to learn the story of Moses in our God’s Story section. 
1.    A prophet like unto Moses. This was prophesied by Moses, himself: 

“The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from 
your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear, according to 
all you desired of the LORD your God in Horeb in the day of the 
assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD 
my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest I die.’ And 
the LORD said to me: ‘What they have spoken is good. I will raise 
up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and 
will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all 
that I command Him. And it shall be that whoever will not hear 
My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of 
him’.” (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, NKJV). 

Like Moses, the Messiah would be a leader, a prophet, a lawgiver, a deliverer, 
a teacher, a priest, an anointed one, a mediator, a human and one of God’s 
chosen people (a Jew) performing the role of intermediary between God and 
man—speaking the words of God—and like Moses, the Messiah would offer 
himself to die for the sins of the people. Both Moses and Jesus performed 
many miracles validating their message. As infants, both their lives were 
threatened by evil kings, and both were supernaturally protected from harm. 
Both spent their early years in Egypt. Both taught new truths from God. Both 
cured lepers (Num 12:10-15; Matt. 8:2-3) and confronted demonic powers. 
Both were initially doubted in their roles by their siblings. Moses lifted up the 
brazen serpent to heal all his people who had faith; Jesus was lifted up on the 
cross to heal all who would have faith in Him. Moses appointed 70 elders to 
rule Israel (Num. 11:16-17); Jesus appointed 70 disciples to teach the nations 
(Luke 10:1, 17). And there are many other parallels between the lives of 
Moses and Jesus. 

2. The Messiah would be a descendant of Noah’s son, Shem. Noah said, 
“Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. God shall 
enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be 
his servant (Gen. 9:26-27). Chapter 10 goes on list descendants of Shem, 
noting that he was ancestor of Eber (Heber: Luke 3:35), the founder of the 
Hebrew race. 

Noah associated Shem especially with the worship of Jehovah, 
recognizing the dominantly spiritual motivations of Shem and 
thus implying that God’s promised Deliverer would ultimately 
come from Shem. The Semitic nations have included the 
Hebrews, Arabs, Assyrians, Persians, Syrians and other strongly 
religious-minded peoples. 

        …Shem was peculiarly His [God’s] steward with respect to the propagation of 
God’s will and plan for mankind, especially the transmission of His saving Word. 
(Henry M. Morris, The Defender’s Bible) 
3. More specifically, he would be a descendant of Shem named Abraham 

( Genesis 22:18; 12; 17; 22). Fulfilled: See Christ’s genealogy in Matthew 1. 
4. More specifically, he would be a descendant of Abraham’s son, Isaac, not 

Ishmael (Gen. 17; 21). Fulfilled: See Christ’s genealogy in Matthew 1. 
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5. More specifically, he would be a descendant of Isaac’s son, Jacob, not Esau 
(Gen. 28; 35:10-12; Num. 24:17). Fulfilled: See Christ’s genealogy in Matthew  

6. More specifically, he would be a descendant of Judah, not of the other 
eleven brothers of Jacob. Fulfilled: See Christ’s genealogy in Matthew 1. 

7. More specifically, he would be a descendant of the family of Jesse in the 
tribe of Judah (Isaiah 11:1-5). Fulfilled: See Christ’s genealogy in Matthew 1 
and Luke 3:23-38. 

8. More specifically, he would be of the house of David (2 Samuel 7:12-16; 
Jeremiah 23:5; Psalm 89:3-4). Fulfilled: See Christ’s genealogy in Matthew 1; 
Luke 1:27, 32, 69. Note: Since the the Jewish genealogical records were 
destroyed in 70 A.D., along with the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, it 
would not be possible for a Messiah imposter who was born later to prove his 
lineage back to David and thus fulfill this prophecy. 

9. He will be born in a small city called Bethlehem, specifically the one 
formerly known as Ephratah (Micah 5:2). Fulfilled: Luke 2:4-20. Note: Christ’s 
birth in Bethlehem was apparently not by the choice of Mary and Joseph; it was 
forced upon them by Caesar Augustus’ taxation decree which required Joseph 
to leave his home in the city of Nazareth and return to his place of origin to pay 
the tax. 

10.He will be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14). Fulfilled: Matthew 1; Luke 1. 
11.The Messiah would be the “seed of of a woman” come to destroy the work of 

the Devil. Not long after Creation, God prophesied to the serpent Satan, “And I 
will put enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and her 
Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel” (Genesis 3:15). 
The implication was that Eve’s descendant would undo the damage that Satan 
had caused. 

The “seed of the woman” can only be an allusion to a future 
descendant of Eve who would have no human father. Biologically, 
a woman produces no seed, and except in this case Biblical usage 
always speaks only of the seed of men. This promised Seed 
would, therefore, have to be miraculously implanted in the womb. 
In this way, He would not inherit the sin nature which would 
disqualify every son of Adam from becoming a Savior from sin. 
This prophecy thus clearly anticipates the future virgin birth of 
Christ. 
Satan will inflict a painful wound on the woman’s Seed, but Christ 
in turn will inflict a mortal wound on the Serpent, crushing his 
head. This prophecy was fulfilled in the first instance at the cross, 
but will culminate when the triumphant Christ casts Satan into 
the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10). 
This primeval prophecy made such a profound impression on 
Adam’s descendants that it was incorporated, with varying 
degrees of distortion and embellishment, in all the legends, 
mythologies and astrologies of the ancients since they are filled 
with tales of mighty heroes engaged in life-and-death struggles 
with dragons and other monsters. Mankind, from the earliest 
ages, has recorded its hope that someday a Savior would come 
who would destroy the devil and reconcile man to God. (Henry M. 
Morris, The Defender’s Bible) 
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In the New Testament, Christ’s apostle John confirms that this was His Master’s 
purpose, “He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 
destroy the devil’s work” (1 John 3:8). (Also see: Hebrews 2:14; Revelation 
20:10.) 

12.He will be a priest after the order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110:4). Fulfilled: 
Hebrews 5:6 

13.The scepter shall not pass from the tribe of Judah until the Messiah 
comes. In other words, He will come before Israel loses its right to judge her 
own people. The patriarch Jacob prophesied this: 

The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the 
gathering of the people be. (Genesis 49:10) 

As Dr. Henry M. Morris’ The Defender’s Bible explains: 
This important prophecy has been strikingly fulfilled. Although 
Judah was neither Jacob’s firstborn son nor the son who would 
produce the priestly tribe, he was the son through whom God 
would fulfill His promises to Israel and to the world. The 
leadership, according to Jacob, was to go to Judah, but this did 
not happen for over 600 years. Moses came from Levi, Joshua 
from Ephraim, Gideon from Manasseh, Samson from Dan, Samuel 
from Ephraim and Saul from Benjamin. But when David finally 
became king, Judah held the scepter and did not relinquish it 
until after Shiloh came. “Shiloh” is a name for the Messiah, 
probably related to the Hebrew word for “peace” (shalom) and 
meaning in effect, “the one who brings peace.” 

According to the Jewish historian Josephus, the Sanhedrin of Israel lost the 
right to truly judge its own people when it lost the right to pass death penalties 
in 11 A.D. (Josephus, Antiquities, Book 17, Chapter 13). Jesus Christ was 
certainly born before 11 A.D. 

14.He will come while the Temple of Jerusalem is standing ( Malachi 3:1; 
Psalm 118:26; Daniel 9:26; Zechariah 11:13; Haggai 2:7-9). Fulfilled: Matthew 
21:12, etc. (Note: The Temple did not exist at certain periods in Jewish history, 
and it was finally destroyed in 70 A.D.) 

15.He will perform many miracles (Isaiah 35:5-6). Fulfillment: See list of 
“Miracles Recorded in the Gospels”. 

16.He will open the eyes of the blind (Isa. 29:18). Fulfillment: Matt 9:27-31; 
12:22; 20:29; Mark 8:22-26; 10:46; Luke 11:14; 18:35; John 9:1-7. 

17.He will speak in parables (Psalm 78:2). Fulfillment: Matthew 13:34, etc. 
18.The Gentiles will believe in Him, while His own people (the Jews) will 

reject him ( Isaiah 8:14; 28:16; 49:6; 50:6; 60:3; Psalms 22:7-8; 118:22). 
Fulfillment: 1 Peter 2:7, etc. 

19.A messenger (a man of the wilderness) will prepare the way for Him (Isa. 
40:3; Malachi 3:1). See John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1-3; 11:10; John 1:23; 
Luke 1:17). 
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20.The exact day of His public revelation to Israel—and subsequent death. 
The precise timing of Jesus’ crucifixion was also given to the Jews 
when God revealed to the prophet Daniel (9:24) how the Jews 
could calculate the day of the revealing of the Messiah. Talking of 
a 490 year period, the prophet foresaw that it would begin “from 
the going forth of the commandment to restore and build 
Jerusalem” (9:25). In the book of Nehemiah we learn that this 
command was given “in the month Nisan [on the Hebrew 
calendar], in the twentieth year of the king” (2:1). The king was 
Artaxerxes Longimanus who ruled from 465 to 425 B.C. The 
prophet Daniel said that 483 years from that date, the Messiah 
would be revealed to Israel, but He would then ”be cut off, but 
not for himself” (9:26). This prophecy refers to the crucifixion 
when Jesus died, or was cut off, for the sins of the world. 
483 years later, to the day, was Sunday, April 6, 32 A.D. On that 
day, which we commemorate as Palm Sunday, Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem on a donkey and revealed Himself as Israel’s Messiah. 
He was killed four days later, thus fulfilling the prophecy that He 
would be revealed and then slain. [Peter and Paul Lalonde, 301 
Startling Proofs & Prophecies (Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada: 
Prophecy Partners, Inc., 1996).] 

21.He will enter Jerusalem riding a donkey (the colt of an ass) (Zechariah 
9:9). Fulfillment: Matt. 21:5; Luke 19:32-37. 

22.He will be hated for no reason (Psalm 69:4). Fulfillment: John 15:25. 
23.He will be betrayed (Psalm 41:9). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:3-10. 
24.More specifically, He will be betrayed by a friend (Psalm 41:9). Fulfillment: 

Matt. 27:3-10; 26:47-48. 
25.The price of his betrayal will be thirty pieces of silver (Zech. 11:12). 

Fulfillment: Matt. 27:3-10. 
26.The betrayal money will be cast onto the floor (Zech. 11:13). Fulfillment: 

Matt. 27:5. 
27.More specifically, it will be cast onto the floor of the Temple (Zech. 11:13). 

Fulfillment: Matt. 27:3-10. 
28.The betrayal money will be used to buy a potter’s field (Zech. 11:13). 

Fulfillment: Matt. 27:6-10. 
29.He will not open his mouth to defend himself (Isaiah 53:7). Fulfillment: 

Matthew 27:12. 
30.He will be beaten and spit upon (Isaiah 50:6). Fulfillment: Matthew 26:67; 

27:26-30. 
31.He will be “numbered with the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12). Fulfillment: 

Jesus was crucified as a criminal in between two thieves (Mat 27:38). 
32.He will be pierced (Zechariah 12:10). Fulfillment: John 19:34 
33.His hands and feet will be pierced (Psalm 22:16; cf. Zechariah 12:10; 

Galatians 3:13). 
34.Crucifixion foretold. Psalm 22 graphically prophecies the Messiah’s manner of 

death. At the time the psalm was written (and long after), the penalty for 

�24



blasphemy was stoning. However, at the time Jesus was condemned by the 
Sanhedrin, it no longer had the legal right to put people to death. Thus, the 
case was taken to the Roman governor Pontius Pilate who crucified him 
according to Roman custom (see: Crucifixion). 

35.The Jewish Passover sacrifice and Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death 
coincide exactly. 

The dates on which Jesus was taken by the Roman authorities, 
and then slain, also coincided precisely with the Jewish Passover. 
Jesus became the Passover Lamb, “without blemish.” At the first 
Passover, described in Exodus 12, God instructed the Israelites to 
kill a lamb with no blemishes and to put its blood on their door 
posts. When the angel of death passed through Egypt where the 
Israelites were being held as slaves, it would pass by any house 
that had the blood of the a Passover lamb on its door posts. Jesus 
fulfilled Moses’ prophecy of the Passover Lamb because it is 
through His blood that we can be saved from, or passed over by, 
death. [Peter and Paul Lalonde, 301 Startling Proofs & Prophecies 
(Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada: Prophecy Partners, Inc., 1996).]. 

36.His bones will not be broken (Psalm 34:20; Exodus 12 states that the 
Passover lamb’s bones are not to be broken.). Fulfillment: John 19:33. 

37.They will divide his clothing and cast lots for them (Psalm 22:18). 
Fulfillment: John 19:23-24. 

38.He will be given vinegar and gall to drink (Psalm 69:21). Fulfillment: 
Matthew 27:34, 48. 

39.He will say: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Psalm 
22:1). Fulfillment: Matthew 27:46. 

40.He will be buried with the rich (Isaiah 53:9). Fulfillment: Matthew 27. 
According to Henry Morris, 

This passage [Isaiah 53:9] could also be read, “they planned His 
grave (to be) with the wicked, but it was with a rich man [Joseph 
of Arimathea] in His death.” (Henry M. Morris, The Defender’s 
Bible) 

41.He will not decay (Psalm 16:10). Fulfillment: Acts 2:31 
42.He will be resurrected from the dead (Psalm 16:10). Fulfillment: Acts 2:31, 

etc. See: “Resurrection of Christ”. 
43.He will ascend into heaven (Psalm 68:18). Fulfillment: Acts 1:9. 
44.He will be seated at the right hand of God (Psalm 110:1). Fulfillment: 

Hebrews 1:3. 
45.He will be the Son of God (Psa. 2:7). Fulfilled: Matthew 3:17, etc.  
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Appendix B 

Event Time Slot Personages Commentary
1. Creation 4004 B.C. Adam and 

Eve
Literal 6 24-hour days of evening and morning 
reinforced by Exodus 20:11

2. The Fall First week Adam and 
Eve

Affecting all of creation-Romans 8:18-22
3. The Flood 2348 B.C. Noah & 

family
Universal cataclysm because of violence, 
pervasive evil & perversions-Gen. 6:5-7, 11-13

4. Babel 2234 B.C. Nations & 
languages

Disobedience of Gen. 9:1 & idolatry; cf. 11:4-8

5. Call of 
Abraham

1996 B.C. Abraham Abraham Covenant; relocation from Ur to land 
of promise-Gen. 12, 13, 15, 17, 22

6. Bondage, 
Exodus from 
Egypt

1445 B.C. Moses Israel 400 years in Egypt; 40 years in 
wilderness wandering and giving of the Law at 
Sinai; 7 years conquering in promised land.

7. Kings of 
Israel/Judah

1095-586 
B.C.

Saul, David, 
Solomon

Davidic Covenant; New Covenant; Assyrian & 
Babylonian captivities.
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